UTAH DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

COMMUNITY FOCUS GROUP MEETING

July 12, 2010

Present: Nori Huntsman, Jim LaBounty, Jerry Pope, Rex Talbot, Norma Bench, Lisa Knight, Roy Droddy, Kerri Ernstsen, Molly Prince, and Cindy Coates.

Special Guests:  Jim LaBounty, Administrator, Clinical Serviced for Utah State Prisons 

Captain Rex Talbot of Intuitional Operations

Nori Huntsman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Minutes of Last Meeting: Approved

Agenda:

There was discussion concerning the publishing of the Focus Meeting.  Molly Prince would like to see the meeting announcement displayed in the visiting rooms at the prison.  Jerry Pope offered to take care of this when he receives the information.  Nori will email that information to him.

Nori Huntsman introduced Jim LaBounty.  Jim’s previous assignment was Deputy over North Point.  

Jim explained that mental health and dental are all part of medical.  He said UDC adheres to medical standards.  He explained “Tele Med” services that allow a doctor to be off site and assess needs.
Molly Prince expressed concern that when an offender is transferred to Gunnison, offenders are not getting the medication they need.  She questioned why one doctor would change the medication that the offender has been prescribed by the doctor at a different facility.   Molly stated her concern was if the offender is doing well on a certain medication why not leave them on it.

Jim LaBounty explained the intake process and how medication is assessed at that time.  In some cases the offender may be taken off one medication and put on another.  Right now the drug of choice is Tramadol.   There is not a test available to identify that this drug’s in the body.  We also need to keep in mind that different doctors have different ideas on what medication will work for each specific need.

Roy Droody asked about the cost of medications for offenders who do not have the funds to purchase them.

Jim LaBounty assured the group that no offender being monitored by Clinical Services goes without their medication when it is needed.  The offender is responsible to request care.
Kerri Ernstsen stated that offenders have told her at times they have not had the medication for their needs.

Jim LaBounty explained that some offenders will trade or sell medication for other items from another offender.  We need to keep in mind that these offenders will do what they have to do in order to get what they want.

Roy Droody asked how the dialysis treatment is going at the prison. 

Jim LaBounty assured Roy the treatment is going well.  There were a few glitches at the start but they have been worked out.  There are six offenders in the unit at this time that are on dialysis.

Jim excused himself from the meeting and was thanked for being there.

Rex Talbot of Institutional Operations explained he could answer questions on inmate property issues.

Molly Prince stated she has tried to for some time now to have books (not available through vendors) put in the prison.  Molly had catalogs with her that books or cd’s could be ordered from.  She would like the offenders to have access.  Rex took the catalogs to see if they could be approved for prison use.

Jerry Pope reminded everyone that the policy is being reevaluated at the present time.  The contracts are with Barnes & Noble and Hamilton.  Inmates order from those companies with whom we are contracted. 

Rex suggested putting the catalogs in the libraries and then the offenders would have access to them.

Norma Bench asked how the UDC programs are working toward recidivism and is there a way to track the success?    

Nori Huntsman we do have a Planning and Research Department that evaluates our programs.  The Drug Offender Reform Act (DORA) is in the process of being reviewed.  It is a big challenge and takes a considerable amount of time to complete these reviews.  Our partners in research include Commission of Criminal and Juvenile Justice (CCJJ), University of Utah, and counties.
Roy Droody asked what is the meaning of proper ID.
Rex Talbot explained to the group that anyone entering the prison has to present proper ID.  Proper ID is a picture ID in form of a diver’s license or a state ID card.  Roy was concerned because he need to pick something up for someone at Property, but could not get it because of the lack a picture ID and they know who he is. 

Rex reminded everyone that if an employee wishes to enter the prison, they must present their picture ID before doing so.  If they don’t have the proper ID they do not get inside the prison.

Roy Droody asked why the Department of Corrections doesn’t offer computer classes.  The offenders should be released with some sort of computer skills when it’s time to look for a job.

Jerry Pope commented that Canyons School District offers computer classes at the prison and the offender can also enroll in classes taught by Davis Applied Technical College.
Norma Jensen commented the Family History Library teaches keyboarding skills.
Round Table

Kerri Ernstsen Says we are here because we care and she would like to see more involvement.  I would also like to see more mentors for the women offenders.  Kerri described the plan and OSCCC and WTRC for community members to act as mentors. State Community and Culture is participating in it.
Molly Prince I keep calling commissary concerning fish oil.  They tell me it is on back order.  Jerry Pope gave her the UCI direct line and a contact name.
Rex Talbot I am very proud to be a part of Utah Department of Corrections.

Roy Droody I had the opportunity to visit and eat at the Hard Time Café.  I am very impressed with the quality of food and wonderful service while we were there.

Norma Bench I am still very concerned with the amount of restitution that some of the offenders have to pay.  They get a job and pay restitution and they have no money to live on.
I facilitate financial and mediation for offenders.  A success story concerning an offender was shared by Norma.
Other Comments:

Prison haircuts are $3.00 - $4.00, per Jerry Pope

Offender I.D. – all citizens follow the same requirements for state ID.  We cannot circumvent the process.

Molly commented CUCF visiting staff and cleanliness of their facility.  She wants to know “what options do illiterate offenders in maximum security for tutoring and education?”  Jerry Pope and Nori Huntsman mentioned implementation of cell study program.

Nori Huntsman I appreciate everyone being here tonight.  Thank you for making a difference.

Next meeting

October 4, 2010

Guest speakers: Doug Fawson, UDC Victim Services and Martin Mackie, DRC’s

