UTAH DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

COMMUNITY FOCUS GROUP MEETING

August 3, 2009
__________________________________
Present: Director Craig Burr, Chair; Sandi Errigo, Steve Errigo, Bryon Baumgart, Molly Prince, James Evans, Roy Droddy, Norma Bench, Lacee Harris, Rex Talbot
Special Guest / Speakers:  Captain Rex Talbot
Welcome & Introductions: Director Craig Burr
Minutes of Last Meeting: Approved
Agenda:

Roy Droddy pointed out that inmate costs including medical co-pays have risen more than estimated 60% with no increases made to inmate salaries in ten years.  Director Burr informed the group that while this may be true, that House Bill 100 recently prepared for the legislature originally provided for inmates to pay 100% of their medical, dental, and higher education costs.  However, this figure was negotiated down to only increase the co-pay amounts in HB 100 by Representative Karl Wimmer.
Time was then turned over to Captain Rex Talbot to field the group’s questions relating to mail and property issues.  

Molly Prince:
Why are self help tapes from therapists no longer allowed into the prison?  Many inmates have used these tapes therapeutically to deal with stresses of incarceration.  Some inmates who do not qualify for mental health or medical treatment use these tapes to help them cope.
Cpt. Talbot:
We have found that families purchase a CD at a store, then later take it back and ask the store to send it to the inmate.  During the time the CD is in the possession of the family, contraband can be placed in the CD, returned to the store, and the store would send in the CD with the illegal material.  CDs are accepted only from approved mail order sources that ship direct.  The sources Molly is using must be on the approved list of suppliers and as of the present time, they are not.  But anything we can do to help inmates on the blocks is important to us.  If these types of tapes are helpful, I am for it.  If the inmates want help, I will run this suggestion up the chain of command.
Director Burr:
I think we can do something within policy to accommodate this.  The inmate could submit a request in writing to Captain Talbot who would send it up the chain of command.  Captain Talbot would need to be provided with a list of the suppliers Molly is using so that they may receive approval.  
Molly Prince:
 Emphasized the importance of having the CDs returned to her when the inmate finishes using them so they cannot be used as payment for something to another inmate or cause property issue conflicts.  She asked how special orders on books were handled.

Captain Talbot:  Recommended that money be put on the inmate’s books so that he could order the book himself through approved suppliers.  However, if the inmate has outstanding charges such as fines, medical, TV rental, etc. the funds will be first allocated to pay those obligations before the inmate can receive funds to purchase other items.  We also have a list of vendors who give free literature to inmates.  He can look into getting her on that list and that way her materials would be accepted through the mail.  It is possible to also order magazines directly through the manufacturers.

Roy Droddy:  Raised the question of uniformity in mailing regulations at the Draper site, Gunnison, and county jails.  He has experienced conflicting rules at the various sites, citing the issue of stickers as an example.

Captain Talbot:  The prison does not like stickers of any kind to be used. Stickers provide one more way of smuggling contraband inside.  Perhaps we should prohibit all forms of stickers.

Molly Prince:
Asked about the regulations for shower shoes so that she could provide her nephew with shoes in a large size.

Captain Talbot:  Assured her that the size was available and in stock and could be easily provided by the prison.  It is better that shoes for inmates are provided by the prison as much as possible to limit ways in which contraband can enter.

James Evans:   Asked about a refund for his TV deposit which he should have received 5 months ago when he was released from prison.  Captain Talbot will look into it.
Craig Burr then discussed the Substance Abuse Eligibility List:

When an inmate is received in R & O, his/her criminal history, substance abuse history, educational history, etc. are reviewed and individual needs are determined.  If SATP is a #1 priority, they are required to complete a therapeutic community substance abuse program.  Because we have more and more offenders needing to get into treatment, we have had to restructure to selection process of inmates entering the program.  Previously, therapists and housing Captains determined who would get into the program.  This system did not prove to be entirely fair.  We now work with supervising therapists, using parole dates, hearing dates, degree of offense, discipline history, etc., which is making the selection process much more fair and equitable.  Everyone who is eligible and has time to complete the program may be considered.  If an inmate is eligible, he/she should be moved to a location where the program is available.  With this change in approach, we are now beginning to see the system work as it was designed to work.  Offenders who don’t want to go to programming will lose levels and privileges.  Thus far, this change has not been made in the SOTP program, but eventually will.  
Director Burr then fielded miscellaneous questions from the group:

1. Cell phones cannot be used as a home phone number for offenders.  Some home phones are receiving calls, then forwarding them to cell phones.  This not allowed and the call will be disconnected.  Cell phones are not allowed in the prison because of the possibility of them containing contraband as well as use of the camera or texting functions that come with them.
2. Deportees do not receive sex offender treatment (unless order by the Board of Pardons) because there are so many inmates from our own country on the waiting list to get into treatment, there are not enough resources to accommodate everyone.  If there is no one waiting to get into treatment, they may be accepted.  These programs are funded by our tax dollars so we do not have a responsibility to offer treatment to deportees.  The problem has been made worse by recent budget cuts.

3. If an inmate reveals enough information about involvement in a previous crime (specifically, a sexual offense), a therapist or prison staff member may report it for further prosecution.

4. Early releases have been rumored but will not become a reality at this time.  Budget cuts did not require us to go to that extreme, but it is a measure that is always “on the table” when funding is critical.
Director Burr informed the group that the state applied for stimulus funding for employment.  Corrections received some of that money and will be hiring 6 agents for a two-year period to work with offenders, helping them to prepare for employment upon their release.  This support will include such areas as interviewing, resumes, letters of application, and working with potential employers.  The agents will be assigned as follows: (2) agents to Ogden, (3) agents to the Salt Lake area, (1) agent to Provo.  Six thousand dollars of the total $957,000 that has been allocated will be spent on “Moral Recognition Therapy” books.
A suggestion for next FOCUS meeting was to have Lowell Clark, Division of Institutional Operations Director, come and address the group.

Next Meeting:

The next FOCUS meeting will be held Monday, October 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Region III Adult Probation & Parole office, 36 West Fremont Ave. (1100 South), Salt Lake City, Utah.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.














