UTAH DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

COMMUNITY FOCUS GROUP MEETING
December 7, 2009

Present: Nori Huntsman, Dan Chesnut, Anrico Delray, Molly Prince, Lacee Harris, Barbara Durler, Russ Durler, and Cindy Coates.

Special Guests: Dan Chesnut (Employment Agent Supervisor) and Anrico Delray (US Federal Officer)
Welcome: Nori Huntsman

Minutes of Last Meeting: Approved

Agenda:

A copy of the Division of Programming /Focus Meeting news letter was reviewed by the meeting member.  A few of the topics in the newsletter includes: Debbie Chiquito: Employee of the Quarter, Education Update, and Corrections and the Legislature.  The group gave positive response to this information.
Dan Chesnut explained the Employment Placement Project:

This project was made possible through a grant.  The money is going toward salaries for the six employment specialists (agents) who work directly with offenders.  

US Probation and UDC formed an Offender Employment Task Force.  This task force includes Workforce Services (DWS), Federal Bureau of Prisons, Rehabilitation Services, and others.  DWS has a great understanding of the employment process and we have learned a great deal from them.

Our goal is that offenders will be better prepared for the job market.

We do have some offenders using the program at the present time.  We hope to include various faith based groups in the community for employment outreach.  Not only will this help the offenders, but will encourage agency collaboration.  In time we hope to have case managers and other interested parties come together to improve the effectiveness of this process.
Barbara Durler asked where the well educated offenders fit in this process.

Dan answered that all offenders will need to meet with their agent and the agent will refer them to the employment specialist and start the process.  This program exists on the Wasatch Front (Weber, Davis, Salt Lake, and Utah Counties).
Anrico Delray
Our office is very excited to have this program going in the direction it is going.  The District has created a team of four agents.  Two are in Salt Lake, one in Provo and one in the Ogden area.  When Dan and I met and discussed the program, we created a task force.  We met with Work Force Services (DWS) and are happy to have them working with us.  DWS should be able to clear many road blocks that may arise.  We will stream line the referral system and hold several hours of employment classes and put the curriculum together.  We are hoping to bring Office of Recovery Services (ORS) to the table.  Some of the offenders are having 45% of their wages taken from them.  They cannot live on what is left in their monthly check.  Having a representative from ORS would give them a better understanding of what these offenders are in need of once they are released and trying to make it on their own.
The offenders will have to be referred by an agent.

Russ Durler

Our son is in the process of enrolling into Weber State.  He is being released from Oregon and beck to Utah through interstate compact.  How will our son fit into this program?

Dan Chesnut
Once released and referred by his agent the process will begin.  Your son should be a very good fit for this program.

We need and want the State and Federal agents to communicate and educate employers about this program.  We are very excited to see how the state agencies are collaborating this project.  
Russ Durler

How can my wife Barbara and I be involved with this program?

Dan Chesnut
We can meet with you and explain more of the program and get you involved in this process.
The bottom line for this program is the hope of the impact it will have on recidivism.

Nori Huntsman
We appreciate Dan and Anrico and the non-stop effort they have been putting forth on this project.
Does anyone have ideas for the next time we meet?

Molly Prince
I think it would be helpful to have a representative from the commissary come and explain the procedures of that area of the prison.  It would also be nice to have a better understanding of how to get clearances of certain items through security.  We could also use a list of venders who offer free items.
Nori Huntsman

Toward the end of the summer we will have the Pre-SOTP coordinators attend this meeting and explain the in cell study program to this group.

It may be a good idea to have the therapeutic communities come and explain their programs.  I can also check at see if the Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) program providers would be interested in presenting that program.
Molly Prince

Are there any ideas on how to notify individuals about the Focus meeting?  All of us could send emails to our colleagues.  

Nori Huntsman

We could change to an earlier starting time.

Barbara Durler
When this meeting first started there were several people that attended.

Nori Huntsman

This group has agreed to start the meeting at 6:45 and notify those who need to know of the time change. We can also look at placing notices in visiting rooms at the prison per this group suggestion.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30.
